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March 15, 2019 
Dear Legislators, 

Idaho's prosecutors and law enforcement community have worked tirelessly this 
legislative session to provide a path forward for Idaho's farmers to grow and 
transport hemp. With many other states proceeding before us in this area, Idaho 
has the great benefit of using what other states have learned and implemented to, 
craft an Idaho solution. Idaho's Prosecutors and law enforcement have come up 
with logical and effective ways to make sure that law enforcement can continue to 
do their jobs and enforce current controlled substances laws, while allowing 
Idaho's agricultural community to grow regulated hemp allowed under the 
Federal Agricultural Improvement Act of 2018. Unfortunately, our concerns and 
amendments have not been considered and HB 122 is not a product of inclusion. 
Rather, HB 122 includes no protections for law enforcement and will effectively 
legalize marijuana in this state. 

Some of the sponsors of HB 122 have been misleading in their statements with 
regard to what law enforcement can and cannot do out on the street when they 
come into contact with hemp or marijuana. There are NO road side tests 
available to law enforcement to test whether a plant is hemp or marijuana on the 
street. In many cases, law enforcement cannot visually tell the difference between 
a hemp or marijuana plant and the only way for law enforcement to make that 
determination is through a quantitative THC test which they currently do not have 
the ability to do. In addition, with no side boards in place for law enforcement, all 
ofldaho's drug canines will become invalid. All of these issues, and many more, 
could be resolved if a consensus bill were to be considered. Unfortunately 
Idaho's law enforcement community has been shut out of the conversation. 

Idaho's prosecutors and law enforcement understand the motivation to provide an 
alternative crop for Idaho's farmers and are willing to work with the agricultural 
community. However, HB 122 is not the answer. It has never been our intent to 
prevent a pathway forward, but just like all the other states that have developed 
successful hemp programs, Idaho's law must provide the statutory guidance to 
protect the safety of the community, the grower, and law enforcement's ability to 
enforce the controlled substance laws of the state. HB 122 provides none of that. 

We individually, and on behalf of our respective memberships, respectfully ask 
you to vote no on HB 122. 

Jan Bennetts - Idaho Prosecuting Attorney's Association President 
Bryan Lovell - Idaho Fraternal Order of Police President 
Ben Wolfinger - Idaho Sheriffs Association President 
Craig Kingsbury - Idaho Chiefs of Police Association President 




