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On May 9, 2019, Joshua K. Chandler brought an action against District 91 and Rockwell Homes, 
claiming that an exchange of two land parcels from Rockwell for school sites to the District and 
an equalizing payment of funds in return for a parcel of land near Taylorview Junior High was not 
a proper exchange under controlling statutes. The exchange was approved by the District 91 Board 
and the District’s lawyers prepared the necessary documents. 
  
On June 11, 2019 Chandler filed a lis pendens of record with the intent to cloud or encumber 
Rockwell’s title to the land.   Chandler claimed in the lawsuit that he had wanted to buy the land 
and develop it for housing but did not get the opportunity.  However, he did not claim any out of 
pocket loss or damage from the exchange transaction itself. 
  
Local news sources publicized the case against Rockwell, with Chandler’s full cooperation and 
involvement.  Neighbors who were opposing Rockwell’s plans to develop also participated. 
  
On June 20, 2020, District Judge Steven Boyce dismissed Chandler’s case, holding that Chandler 
did not have the legal right to bring the case and made no claim that the Court could 
adjudicate.  Boyce also entered a judgment against Chandler, finding that the suit was filed 
frivolously and unreasonably, requiring that he reimburse District 91 and Rockwell Homes for a 
total of $107,495 in attorneys’ fees and costs. 
  
Chandler disagrees with the Court’s ruling and filed an appeal. However, the parties have now 
agreed to resolve the case in a separate settlement wherein Chandler agreed to pay Rockwell and 
the School District an undisclosed amount of money and agree never to bring any legal action 
against Rockwell in the future. Rockwell and the District are now able to use the exchanged lands 
as they first agreed in 2019. 
 

 

 


